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&/21  Cross-Fort

Meeting

Pittsburgh, P4
Pittsburgh
Pittsburgh
Lakewood, OH
Lakewood, 6H
Cincinnati

April Neeting

Bur April meeting will ke on April 28 in the usual place.

The doors will be copen by 7:00 ¥4 unless advance arrangements
are made. Flease bring a can of Tood with you to the peeting
85 3 donation to the needy.

Hay Mesting

fur speaker for the May 26 meeting is Meral Crane. I, Crane
is probably the besl known counselor in the field of gender
dysphoria in Central Ohdo, She has counseled many
transsesuals theough the SRS process.

Harch Neeting

Tre following things were discussed at the March 24 meeting:

Tre Crystal Club needs a larger facility for the suprord
neetings. We need o search commities and to set criteria for
the new location, The Aprdl 28th meeting will ke al the sane

place.

He need to think aboul expansion and growth.

Sugan Pierce wos elected Cluk Representative. Steptenie
Leigh is the Alternate Club Representative.



The Crystal Clute has business cize cards to be given out in a
discreet manner chould the reed and opportunity arise to
infors an apparent CR about the Crystal Club, Please ash for
then at one of the meelings i you want then.

The Crystal Cluk will have business meetings, all memters ave
welcone to coMe,

The Crystal Club will issue mestership cards to its menters,

He are still undecided as to whether we should affiliate with
the Renaissance Education Association,

The board will discuss the possibility of 2 meetinas a sonth.
Your input is needed here.

The Crystal Club was contacted by a redioc talk show (WTVN,
John Corbty) aboul one or some of our pembers being on the
late show to talk about crossdressing issues, If anybody ic
interested, talk to Stephanie Leidh.

Nancy Lucas

Owr scheduled speaker Namcy Lucas of Lucas Fharsacy gave a
very inforsative presentation on Breast Prostheses,
brassiers, and supplies, Nancy is a Certified Fitting
Consultant, she has considerable experience fitting
masteciomy patients and seems very Rnowledqesble.

Hancy says a bra that Tits right is very important. She
tarries several different bras including one with back
support.  {Fully weighied prostheses can get heavy after
several hours.) One fea sanefacturer does not recommend
using Yoolite for washing bwas, it sight kill the elastic.

fis far as the breasl prostheses, Nancy has 2 lines including
2 tenporary dacron fiberfill at $10 each, and they can be
reshaped.  She aleo has s PH leisure form {non silicone) for
working around the house at $21 each.

The lines cshe carries in 100% Hedical Silicone are Airways
and HPH. These are considerably sore expensive but they are
very good forss, & lot like the real think. They're whet you
want if vou're into passing a lot. Be very careful with
then, if you punciure the forns they’ll leah. The breast
forns have a urethane shin with a fluid medical silicone
im.ide. They aleo some in different shapes.

Airways has dark forss for black people.

The price ranges for the silicone breast forms siart at $80
each and 90 up to $230 each.

There are some Iio’s and fiont’s for silicone prosthesis
ouners.

fo use covers Tor silicone forns
o use mild soap and put forms back in original boy when
not in use.

Iio Watch jewelry to avoid puncture
Do wear them in a swimming pool but

{io not wear forss on o sandy beach, sand is a probden.

To aet your proper bira size, snugly pull tape around the base
of the tea (while wearing it) and add O inches. BEras should
aluays Tit so they hook in the middle eyes. Then add your
cup size {A, B, C, B etc,

Nancy will be qlad to Tit mesbers of the Crystal Cluk dn
privacy and give advice on selroiing bregut Torms.

Memcy Lucas can be reached al 2746-B098 or 237-7634. (They
will take a message and page her, she’ll usually call you
boch within s few sinutes.) 1 was very impresced with the
forus she carries.

Susan Pierce

7~ TV TEXTBOCK: Feesh Fruit
should not

be used
as a
prosthesis-
Grapefruit
Is especially
nasty i

Summer //
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Treasurer’s Report March 1990

iStarting Balance 221,67

iHeeting Fees 320,00 1
iMembership Iues 30.00 §
iAdvertising 50.00 !
1Total 400.00 |
iFood and Beverages  -41.33 |
iMeeting Rooms ~38.00 1
iNeuslettier ~27.80 1
iPostage -5.75 |
1Supplies 41,72 3§
iTotal Expenses 240,40 !
iEnding Balance 381,07 |
Susan

Let’s Hear fros You!

We've had some very nice letters fros Michelle and Roberta
this month,  I7d like to extend a very special word of thanks
to both of you for contributing to the newsletier. Let's
pake this more of a Crystal Club publication, and less of &
"here’s what’s interesting from other newsletlers.”

Feople are encouraged to make sugaestions for topics for
distussion for the following month’s meeting. You can either
bring it up during the seeting, or write it down or mention
it to an officer before or after the meeting. Ideas can be
for speakers, or for subjerts to discuss informally. It's
fine to ask things, such as where io buy shoes, or how to
cover 5 o'clock shadow, or the old nature vs. nuriure
arqueent, or whatever, too. Hany of us have lots of qood

idens.
Reninder

This is a rewinder to all new members that your annual dues
of $15 are due and payable immediately. If you paid $15 or
$20 ot the March seeting, what you paid was the ponthly
neeting fee, to cover the cost of the meeting room, food, and
beverage. If you paid $30, you joined the Crystal Club and
paid the meeting fee,

Your $13 annual membership dues entitles you io receive the
Crystal Chronicle newsletter. In additien, persons may
attend only ihree meetings before joining. Once you joinm,
you are entitled to atiend unlinited meetings for $15 {420
for couples, see the schedule on the last poge) and 1o 2 43

discount i you preregister.

Hecause so many new people attended the March seeting, we've
decided to qo afead and send everyone the April newsleiter,
even if you have not joined. Unless you do join, you won’t
receive the Hay newsletier.

To join, you can either send in a check or money order {made
out to "Crystal Club™) to the PO Box, or bring $15 to the
Areil meeting, We expect to have membership cards to give as
receipts at the April meeting.

Presidents Column

I was overwhelmed to see such a turnout at the last meeting.
I'd like to start gut by thanking everyone for meking the
Harch 24th neeting the best that it hos ever been. Having 30
people come out to the neeting was great. It was a joy and a
pleasure to see everyone there.

1d like to say a special thonks to Nancy Lucus, who talked
sbout and showed us several breasi prostheses. 17d highly
urge anyone that is seeking this type of help to give her a
call. Again thank you Mancy! You’ll find her ad in the
newcletier,

To announce sy decision for the first commitiee meeting, this
will ke held April 18th at sy apartwent. This meeting place
pay rotate from sonth to month since Linda and Mary Ann have
pffered their hones for these meetings in the future. All
officers are urged to atiend as well as all interested
mesbers, This is a business meeting and only officers and
nembers in qood standing will te abde to vote. You dont
have to dress for this meeting bul if you wish please feel
free to do so.  The meeting will start between 8:00 & 8:30 to
giye everyone tine to get around. We have several topics to

discuss.

glso 17d like to vemind everyone aboud our food drive for the
homeless., Plesse bring something io help those that are
without., This wol only helps those without but it shows the
public that we care just as much aboul the comsunity as they
do and are trying to kelp. Ue need to do any & everything
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positive to help ourselves inform the public.

Hary Ann thank you for having our tusiness cards printed up.
#nyone wanting some please come and see se. These will help
when we approach professionals to speak ip ouwr group, seeking
places to shop, and a new neeting place or party place.
Hopefully we’ll have our sesbership cards before too long.

1d like to aspologize for the inconvenience of not having our
standard dressing room ab the first part of the peeting. You
all handled it in a ladylike manner, thank you all. Uell do
our best to see that it won’t happen in the future,

Also Id like to say Happy Birthday Orystal Club, UWe are a
year old this ponth. 1 hope that with the help of the
officers and others that attend the commitiee meeting we 1l
have sonething special for those that atiend the newt mesting
preil 28th. I hope to see you all there for the weetim.

Rochelle Richards

Notes from Susan

We have qreat news for those of you who haven't heard yei,

We had o record turnout abt our March 24th meeting. 31 people
attended the neeting. Eleven of these were new io the
Crystal Club; I hape they enjoyed the meeting and I want to
welcope and encourage then to come back.

What is also very encouroging is that we had 7 5075 at the
neeting., I think it’s great that there are so many wives and
girlfriends who accept and support their crossdressing
spouses as such, This iz a very encouraging fact thet I can
1e1l new people that I screem.

Stephianie Keeves rms suggested thal we encourage our pemters
to make suggestions for Topics for Discussion for the
neetings that we don”t have a spesher scheduled. We could
even break off into swaller group discussions if that’s what
people want. I think it7s a qresl ides; if anybody has any
ideas on this please share then with us.

Ve need yvour help! There are several members who have been
coning to the meetings long enough to feel very comfortable
and know what“s going on. We've had a few new pecple cone
out for the first tise and more or less be ignored because
the officers of the club were too tusy to welcome and
acquaint thes with the club., It should be the vesponsibility
of the "regulars” to help these new people feel welcome. 1
bnow some of you help out but we should never let new people
leave withoul trying to reach out to then,

We have reason to be excited. Heral Crane, » licensed
clinical counselor who runs the Central Ohio Gender Dysphoria
Progran’s group thevapy and who has hod considerable
experience counseling Cls will be our quest speaker at the
May 26th meeting. I have known Heral for sowe time, che is
very qualified and caring. He are privileged tp have her as
o speaker. I7m sure it will be very enjoyable and
inforsative.

Balser Adoption Approved

Congratulations to Lee Ealser are in order! The Bhioc Supreme
Court has granted his appeal and paved the way for him to
adopt Charles R, an B-year-old boy with leukemia. IDr. Ealser
is one of the helping professionals who has worked with
penbers of our group in the past, and receives our monthly
newsletters.

Charles was comsidered unadoptabde, and Dr. Baleer wovhed
with his in his professional capacity. Eventually they grew
close, and Ir. Balser fook steps o adopt Charles. The
Licking County Human Services liepmrtsent turned down the
reqeest, on the grounds that Br. Balser is gay.

Ealser took the case to court and won the right io adopt
Charles. Licking County sppesled, and the Licking Courty
Appeals Court overturned the lower court decision, and
prevented the adoption, Balser appesled to the CGhioc Suprese
Court, and after a lengthy process, the lower court decision
was overturned, Charles, who hes been with Balser’s sister
Edna for about 15 months, is now beck with falser in
Columbus.,

The Supreme Court decision was not without incident. Justice
#lice Robie Resnich objected to the adoption because
"homosexuals run o high rish of AILS and the boy’s sbility to
fight off infection has been weakened by leukenia
treatmwents,” {Ir. Balser is in a stabde qay relationship and
has been tested for AIDNS, proving that he does wot have it.
Unless Justice Resnick thinks AIDS materializes out of thin
air near gay people, she’s really reaching with this onel)

Yarious groups, such as the Licking County Coalition for
Decency and the Chydstian Civil Likerties Union of Columbus
have urqged the Licking County Commissioners to appesl the
decision to the US Supreme Court. Coslition President Eva
Ileibel of Branville said, "I don”t think this is the best
hone situation for Charles." (As opposed to foster hones or
orphamages?)




The various groups concerns will be forwarded io Russell
Payne, the director of Licking County Human Services.
Fortunately, Fayne is puiting Charles’s welfare ohend of his
oun sense of porals. He says there are no “sour grapes” on
his part, and that he does not plan to appeal to the US
Supreme Court because Charles B needs to have “persanence’ in
his life. "I continually tried to focus this on the best
interest of the child," Payne said.

Lee, our best wishes are with you, your partner, and Charles,
as now you can hopefully get on with your lives!

But Did He Pass?

Bob Martin of ATET: "Me are proud to be salespeople.
Selling is a service that helps customers get what they want.
#nd it”s a rare service in the consumer retail sarket.”

Eob tests his sales teams by posing a5 o customer, Ina
Ehicago area Phone Center, he posed as a bag lady. "They
sold me a3 typewriter,” he said. And in San Antonio, he posed
as a “dirty cowboy," and "they sold me a word processor. The
whole thing is to accept customers—-not prejudge thes.”

Letter from Michelle
Dear Hary Ann.

My nome is Stephanie Michelle Singer {Michelle), and I would
like to thank the Crystal Cluk for inviling me io the neeting
Saturday night. 1 had talked to Rochelle sboul it on the
phone but had never met any of the sesbers. I must say it
was quite unnerving knoching on that door the first time,
alone., I7m glad I did. It didn”t tske very long for the
uneasiness to subside. Everyone was very nice and the ladies
were dressed beautifully. T uwas amazed at the nuwber of
people who cane. If this keeps up you definitely uill need a
larger place. I olso noticed a few "significont others” were
there and I think that inpressed me more than anyihing else,
it"s nice to know that there are others who care and try to
understand. A thapks alse to those who brought food and
drinks. They were quite welcome after lugging all that
furpiture arcund. I had to leave early, just after the
preceniabion by Hs. Lucas, so T didn’d have tise 1o meet
anyone else, I hope to have the opportunity io neet others
at future peetings.

LA

Tharks again, you're all very nice people.
Hichelle

[Hichelle, thank you for coming, and for offering your letter
for the newsletter! You and several othevs who lugged heavy
couches and chairs from the other room so everyone could sit
down, were a Godsend! Without you we’d have had several
people standing around in heels, and just think of all the
podiatrists we pould have made rich! It“s so nice to have
gentlemen around! Also, thanks so very much for being nice
enoughr to go by your piddle name. It is amazing that
"Steptemie” seems to be by for the most popular femme name
chosen by our mesbers and visitors. We“ve having to go by
last name or initials now, and it gets confusing.
Incidently, the second and third most popular names seem to
be Jennifer and Michelle, alihough you clearly have first
clain to the name Michelle! - MAHI

Encouraging Signs Deparisent
Tlear Rochelle:

In tase you do not cee the staid old New York Times or nobody
else called your attention to an article in it this past
Sunday, enclosed is a copy—the latest in executive apparel.

I really enjoyed the seeting last Saturday night. It was
great noment for me, and I think my wife too was gqlad she was
there to see for herself. It is sinpdy amazing to both of us
to realize that nost of the people in that roon were
"genetic/somatic males". You all looked great. The
presentation by Nancy Lucas was enjoyable.

My wife and I pdan to come next time, and I think I can
dress, if ihe dressing roos is available.

Kindest reqards,
Roberta

ERoberta - many thanks for sending us the clipping. Im
reproducing it on the following page of the newsletier, it's
qreai! e certainly expect o have the dressing roon open,
in spite of last sonth’s wixup. He're qoing to tahe steps io
ensure that it doesn”t happen agein. You haven'i lived until
you've lugged stuff from the nent building, dressed, in 3"
heels, and encountering various wedding quests along the way.
fuoth the raven: Nevermore! ~ MAHI
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Herbert D, Kelleher,
of Southwest Airlines.

Managing

When the Boss P
Wears a Hula Skirt

It can make a point,-
lighten a mood or
soften bad news.

By ANDREW FEINBERG

YE HOLMES realized that the meet-
D\ing was lurning into a disaster. After
three vplifting days, the top worldwide
managers in Du Pont's wire and cable unit
had suddenly become defeatist and morose.
Mr. Holmes, who had orpanized the meat-
ing, decided he had to do something dramatic
to avert a fiasco. But what could he do, given
the presence of his bess and what he calls Du
Pont's “'staid” culture? :

Putting on a chicken suil was probably a
bad idea.

Instead, Mr. Holmes, then a wire and cable
technolopy manager, ook the floor, spoke
briefly und then smashed two saucers 1ogeth-
er like cymbals, sending pieces of cheap
china (lying. The 20 unlookers were stunned.

But the gloam lifted. Mr. Holmes’s boss
congratulated him, To commemorate the
event, the head of the German office coliect-
ed pteces of the shatlered plates and handed
them to his fellow munagers a3 souvenirs.

David A. Sabey addressed his em-
ployees in a doorman's uniform.

Dramatic, silly, outrageous and baroque
gestures are becoming increasingly commaon
in American business. And those gestures,
more and more, are winning praise from
academics and consultanis. “This is a very
pesitive trend,” said (he conseltant and au-
thor Tem Peters. ""We need more dramie
acts and less scuffed-shirtedness.”

- Recent examples of such gestures abound.. . | a4
When David A. Sabey, a Seattle entrepre- -

neur, bought the Frederick & Nelson depart-

ment stores last year, he spoke to 3,300 new |

employeas via videe leleconference —
dressed as a store doorman. He said it em-
phasized his beltom-up managemeni style
and the importance of customer contact,
Willizen R. Berkley, chairmnan of Fineve:t
Fogds Inc. and chairman, too, of the W.R.
Berkley Corporation, an insurance holding
company, likes funny hats. At one board
meeting, in a (wo-star general's kat and with
a pistol and hand grenade next o his netepad,
he presented grim [inancial news. The point:

He wanted people to absorb the bad news, but |

appreach the next day with a smile.

Other executives have put on clown faces
(John B. Sius of Capital Cities/ABC) and
dressed as Easter bunnies, cartoon charae-
ters and inarticulate movie horoes (Robert
L. Crandall, chairman of the AMR Corpora-
tion, appeared as "“Crando” in un internal
videw). Some, Jike Hertert D. Kelleher of
Southwest Airlines, have a whole array of

costumes, ranging from wings to kilts. And

an inwiguingly large number of top male
executives, including Sam Walton of Wal-
Mari, Mr. Xelleher and Robert Geodale,
president of Finevest Foods, hdve appeared
in women's clothing. Oply one chief execulive
~= Al Neuharth of Gannell - seems to have
succumbed to the urge 10 dress up as Jesus.

HAT is most surprising about these |
aetions is that they may nnl be as

risky as they appear. "For Dave
Holmes of Bu Pont, the risk was perceived
rather than real,” said Linda Medin, 4 con-
sultant with the Manitou Group of White
8ear Lake, Minn,, who helped set up the Du
Pont meeting. **1t almost always is.”
Almaost. The Xerox sales manager who
dressed up as Hitler for his pep talk was nol
received well, snid Mr. Peters, And while it
may be hard to know where to draw the line,
many consultants agree Mr, MNeuharth

crossed it. (In a 1989 book, he culled his-

restaging of the Last Supper a success; it
made USA Today executives realize “ihe
tys of an open cash regisier were over.”)

Amdrew Feinbery is @ New York-based
writer speerdizing i management subjects.

Robert Goodale,
president of
Finevest Foodls.

. Ine € haaloile BLaerver

True belicvers o grund gestares say thut
even when they bomb, good things may re-
sult. "When you bring the authoriy lipure
down to earth an snperiant bomding takes
place with empluyees,” sad Warren Bennis,
proefessar il the Usversily of Sourhern Cali-
forniu School of Business. Amd that may
make chiel exceutives feeln e move human,

“1 have Lwo photys on iy wlfice walls™
said Mr. Guudkitle of Finevest Fumds, " [n one,
I'm staking I'resident Wesagay's hand. n the
other, 1'm weurmg i hulie skt The real me
is the one s the Nula sk ™

Bt there s do ker sele weald this, A fat
of C.E.0. grend gestures e really a celehra-
tion of thew own ghoey,” saul Jellrey Sonnen-
feld, & professer i Kmoty Hnversity's busi-
ness school, Aod by (oeusing on theatries,
sume sxecelives nxy sy the small day-to-
day symbais, which vin e mwre important,
Dressing m drag, for cxampie, won't help a
chief exceotive whiris o hag workers' sala-
rivs while rasing us awn == o naslice iy
st Des bt e ke -




{hoosing a Fesne Name

We've had a lot of people write in recently aching about the
Crystal Club. Many of them have been crossdressing privately
for sone tine, but have never had to tell anybody their name.
fs a resuli, we've heard from 2 lot of Bills, lobns, and the
like.

We keep track of members and potential members, and it’s
helpful if we have the right inforsstion so we can 1ell who
has paid their dues or seeting fees, who to send the
newsletier o, and the like. In some cases, members fear
what night happen to their marriage or their job if their
crossdressing becase public. Our records are highly secret
and only a few officers have access to thes, but still it may
be preferabde if we vefer to you by your femme name rather
than yowr pale name,

I renember when I first went into a cosmetics shop, dressed,
snd the lady asked wy vame. 1 had 10 come up with something
fast, because I didn”t want to give ny real nose, or any sale
name, for that matter. Out of desperation, "Mary" popped
out. It wasin’'t until I wrpte to Tri-Ess nearly a year later
that T becane "Mary Horris", which was the name of a
childhoed friend. I didn’t becone "Mavy Ann Harris" until a
year or so later, when I wanted a nore feminine sounding
nane, and Tound I wes ruming into other Marys in Ghic.

Host male crossdressers choose a femme name and introduce
themselves by that name, If they are dressed, they’ll go by
the feswe nane, and if not dressed, by their male nawe. {On
the phone or in writing, however, they”1l usuplly use their
fenme nate to protect their male identity.)

How does one choose a Tenne name? Mell, there ave as sany
ways a8 their are peopde. Some chopose only a first naee.
Gthers choose a first neme and last name that ave diffevent
fros their oun. Others use s femse first nane and their real
last name. Some use a Temtie Tirst neme and a last initial,
poseibly their real initial.

It's pretby conmon o choose a first nare sinilar to your
nale name. A chosen last name is also frequently similar.
For exanple, the initials may be the sane. In many cases,
there is even closer resestdamce, such as Georgia for Georqe,
or Stephanie for Steve.

fmother spproach is to use initials. A wame such as P. L.
Easiman is ambdauous, and could apply o either gender. For
real life situations, such as those faced by transsenuals,
using initials is a good way to slowly phase your new role

into real life, without fresking oul the world.

Another consideration is how wany other people use the sase
nane.  Ii’s quite common to go by first nare only, even in
the newsletter., IF you have the same first name as 20 other
reople, it will be confusing when people talk io you, If you
write something in the newsletter, it will be hard to tell
who the author is. It”s a qood idea to choose a name that
isn"t so common that everybody else is using it.

For sone reason, the most popular femme name in Central Chio
is Stephanie. T count & Btephanie’s in our mailing list, 7
if you count Stephanie Michelle {who was hkind enough o start
using Hichelle.) Two of our officers are noMed Stephanie.
Several people share their nane with ore other person,

Here iz the current list of pecple who have joined or -
inquired so far: A., Alicia, Awnetie, Barbara, Beth, Carol,
Eharlotte, Cheryl Marie, Christine, Cindy (2), Comnie, Debbde
{2), Dene, Erika, Fran, Gina, Hillary, Jockie, Jane, Jemifer
{3}, JoAnne, Julie {2}, Karen {2), Kathy, Kelly, Kisberly,
Kristi, Lana, Leslie, Linda, Lynda, M., Mary Ann, Hichelle
{2), Micki, Nina, F. D., Fan, Paula, R. E., Raguel, Rebecca,
Renee, Richelle, Roberias, Rochelle, Stephanie Amn, Stephanie
£{5), Sue, Susan, Suzanne, Sylvia, Terri, Virginia, Yvomne

The bottom line dis thal it's your name. If youre already
calling yourself Btephanie and you like that name, you
certainly shouldn™t change it. Just mahe sure we have an
initial or last vame so we cam heep you straight. O pich a
nicknane; plenty of other Stephanies do. If you haven’t
chosen o name yet, we’d like to encourage you to choose one
you like. It“s a plus if it"s your name alone, but certainly
not required. Choose @ name you like, and introduce
yoursglf!

Hary Ann
Yeast Lib

Libepation movements have a way of creating an environsant
that isn’t ewactly conducive to humor. But an exception is
reported by the UC Berkeley’s Coalition for Animals and
Aninal Research. Asong their recent incoming sail wes o
flier announcing "(UR NATION'S SHAME-EVERY TIME A LOAF OF
BREAD IS RAKED, APFROXIMATELY 150,000 YEASTS ARE KILLED.
Come to the award-winning 1987 fila, “The Very Small and
Buiet Screams’-a cinematic electron micrograph of yeast being
baked." Asong the sponsors: the “Aneevobe Liberation Fromt,"
"Pagple for the Ethical Treatment of The Yeasts
(P.E.T.T.Y.)," and "Single Cell Rights Eukaryotic Action
Hovenent {8.C.R.E.ALH.) .Y

Science, Vol, 247, 2/23/90



Laundry Tip

Recause of pur beards, most of us must apply base nakeup to
pur nechks. This often couses pakeup to tramsfer to clothing.
1 jusi discovered a great product to deal with this probdem.
I is called "Spray N Wash Stain Stick." Just rub it on the
stain and wash as norsal. I recently had a chance to really
try its powers. My ivory blouse was stained by makeup and
then forqotien in my garsent bag for three weehs! I rubbed
in the "Stain Stick" and washed as usual. Everything came
out perfectly. Try it.

Courtesy Alpha Oneqa Dutreach

Towels

Ladies, if you're dressing at the motel, plesse doni use the
notel towels to remove gobe of makeup. It leaves siains on
the towels that are hard to get off. It“s betier to use
makeup remover or tissues £o get the tulk of the mekeup off.
This will keep the notel happy with us. Our notel hasn'd
corplained, it the sotel of a sister group his. It7s qood
to know that it can be damaging before we start to cause
problems. There is @ box of tissues at the sinhk in the
changing roos. Thamks.

Hary Ann
Sixty Himutes, More or Less

The last issue of the [Alpha Onegad Outreach carried an ad
for Donna Hobley’s video tape of the 1987 Holiday En Femme,

I recently had a chance to see sone of the tape and was post
impressed. Donna is o professional in the video biz and ihat
is exactly the quality of the tape: professional. The
visuals and editing are excellent, the sound top notch, the
music perfect, and the grapbics sost husorous. See all the
things Michelle talks about in her articles. For that
matter, see our own Michelle and Jennifer! The tape is an
hour and forty minutes long and costs $23, postage included.
Specify VHS or Beta. Send your check to: Donna Hobley, P.O.
Box 1842, Farmington, N 98499.

Ore warning: In the long run, this tspe nay cost you a lot
nore than $25. Dnce you watch it, you will'begin saving your
poney so that vou, too, can enjoy the 1990 Holiday En Femne!

Courtesy Alpha Omeqs Outresch

Biane’s Thoughts

After the February meeting, having listened to Sharon, wife
of new member Heather, speak, sy thoughts went back to when
#y wife was alive and all the wonderful tines we fad
together. Like Sharom, when my wife learned of wy
erossdressing, and the shach wore off, we could then talh.
Ye were married about nine sonths before she learned of ny
situation. We remained sarried for 21 years and three
children.

Like Heather, I toock a chance in ielling her. I only asked
that she keep an open nind and remember that I loved her and
aluays would, Like Sharon is o Heather, she was the mosi
important person in py life. And just like Heather, I could
not go on with the lie any longer. IT we bLelieve we are
sorehow protecting our wives from veality, ue are only
fooling ocurselves.

Jur situations are similar in that, no doutd, each of us was
the first crossdeesser our wives had ever haown., Az I
listened to Sharon’s questions, I heard the same ones ashked
50 many years ago. Such questions and their answers were the
first step in comsunication.

after my wife's preliminary shoch wore off, her first
question was: "o you wanl o underge a sex change?" I
retenter T said, "I love you but I do not wani to be yow.
Please let me be me and love #e for who I an, however hard
that may be to accept.”

Her second question was, "Are you @ honosesual?” 1 thoughi
that was the dustest question I ever heard. Years later, it
doesn”i appear so duab. It was a valid question, a question
I asked myself arqund the age of 10. "No, I am not.”

"Hew long have you been dressing? "As long as I can

reventer.” One experience at a young age told ne that this
was an "unacceptable behavior." Who was I going to talk to?
My friends who had made fun of me? My parents who loved ne
but wouldn“t understand? Hhen I asked in a round-sbout way,

I learned wheve they stood on the matier and it wes nol gond.

1 could qo to my minister tut just asking the question got
bad results. My teacher? No way! I wes alone. I had a
secret I cowldn’t share and no one to talk to. And though
you hope it will 30 away and never return, it does. Hhen you
think you may have ouigrown it, it”s back.



Sharon said, “We don’t have children yet. What will we do
when we do have kids?' My wife was adopted, and knew it from
day one. As a child, ste thought all children were adopted.
She grew up with it and it was OK. One of her friends, also
adopted, did not find out until later in life. She felt lied
to and deceived. It was our decision to not hide ny
crossdressing from owe children, This way they would not te
devastated by an inadvertent discovery and, as a family unit,
we Would be strong. For us, it worked ocut. Our children
turned out OK and our family secret was hept safe. This
doesn“t sean 211 approved but all understand. Hy
relationship with sy children is more solid than most
hecause, as with my wife, they can talk to me about anything
- no secrets, But to Sharon and Heather I must say the
decisions of if and when to tell your childrew is yours
alone.

My wife’s newt question after I told her was, "Is this ahout
sexn? Uo you have to dress to have sex?" That was a simple
aswer. "No. My dressing has nothing o do with sex,”

“What seens to bring on the need to dress?' To one who does
not cross dress, this may seem 1ike an easy question to
answer. After all these yesrs, I do wol know an answer. I
prayed to Bod I did so T could aveid that place or tine,

Ae a Tinal thought, I would like to thank each and every one
of you for allowing se ic share sy memories. Words can nevep
express my feelings or the emotions which are deep down
inside. Like Nancy and I, Sharon and Heather are on the road
to understanding. Ue did not have a group like Alpha Omega
then, only ourselves to share what we felt for each other.

Sharen, let your love grow and it will grow in ways other
couples will never experience, Now your marviage can be all
it can be.

Heather, a very important pert is your understanding of your
wife and her needs. HNow that your secret is out, you may
telieve that your probles is splved. Bub keep an open mind
and listen. Keep her concerns tight to vour heari. As a
team, you can’t lose.

Thamk, you,
THiane

P.8. Being trapped is a terrible feeling - you can ewplode
inside. No one to talk to and you sust be cool and caln on
the outside. Think about this the nextt time you close the
door on soreang you love and don’t commanicate.

Courtesy Alrda Omega Qutreach

Sick Day

Watching the others trudge to the worning bus,

like linked elephants past my living voom windews,
I danced in my head, grest arching leaps, then down
en pointe, 12 liquid twirls, and grateful applause.

Hy mother had called in. I was “"sich," GShe was gone to work.
Here was a day withoui pain.

Upe to the drawers, closels and small hiding spaces.
Panties from here, a scarf from there, a skirt rolled up at
the waist {o show a saucy gqlimpee of les.

Rouge, lipstick, a touck of perfume,
Iressing, dressing, but never looking in the mirror,
dust feeling. At home. Cosforteble. Appropriate.

Not until hours 1ater, when piassing a hallway mirror,
1 stopped and laoked. And my eves met a new face.
Hy face. And there was a rush of recognition.

A Lig sister? An old acquaintance?

No, se. Bul & me with such a calm, cool, clear sense

of identity that I stared in diskelief. Here wes

a girl who could do anything. Anything? I ashed.

My eves locked back, understanding and ware, like the doctor
who knows the answer to a familiar question and is ready to
reassure a fearful and flighty patient.

“Yes," ny eyes said, “anything. It is all possible.

But I have to be here. You can™t just pull me out in

bits and pieces from behind a drawer

on an odd Thursday in March

and expect ne to help you.”

I looked and looked. 1 looked: diving into o copl lake,
deep into a trackless, welcoming infinity.

A sence of complete security flooded me,

a gqreat wave of energy and purpose.

It was all there. I saw it so simply.

In my eyes, in sy new Tace.

In the person I was.

And the joy was co terrifying I ran to put all the clothes
away and spent the rest of the day in

bland and aimless activity

trying to forget

what I had just

SEEN,

Chris

Courtesy Alpha Omeds Outreach



Gender Rhymes

Uhat two strange people do to heep each other awahe on the
way back from an IXE meeling, or Please Goose Me Dear.

Little Hiss Muffet,

decided to rough it

wearing a shirt and tie

she went on & date

and thought it was great

that che felt just like one of the quys.

Peter Peter

felt mich sweeter
than his wife Micheile
now he wears

her skiris and hose
and passes very well.

duppby Dumpdy

went to the bell
tunpdy Bumpty

wore & long fall

all the king's harses
and a1l the king”s nen
never saw Hunply

the same way again.

017 Jach Hubbard

went to the cuphosrd

ic find sonething to stuff his brassier
He wenl out one day

dressed just that way

and everyone thought we waz weird.

dack a8 Jill

went up the hill

to fill ber bra with water
Ji1l fell down

amd tore her goum

and sonked her teand new halter

- 1) -

Little boy blue

your dress is torn
your makeup is running
your shoes are Worh.
Get out of the bar
you look too cheap
you need 1o qo howne
and et some sleep.

By Sharon and Alice.
Courtesy IXE Newsletter.

Human Rights

The folks at Gender Dysphoria Support in Kansas City are
participating in the fight for husan righis for all people in
their city. The Kansas City Humam Rights Ordinance Project
{HROP} is recommending to the city council that specific
wording be asended to the existing civil rights ordinence to
afford equal protection for people on the basis of "actusl or
perceived” seswal orientation. The wording of the amendwent
includes transvestites ang transseuals.

This is the same appeoach taken by the good folks up in
Sexttle and it seeps io have worked there. The HROP,
however, was under the ispression that only Seatile has an
ordinance protecting transgendered people. That’s only
partly true. While Seattle may currently ke the only city to
specifically mention transvestites and tramssexuals in their
ordinance, North Hollywood, CA and Canbridge, MA are the only
two cities in the country thet have all-inclusive ordinances
protecting the civil rights of everyone, gay, straight, or
transgendered.

[Courtesy Renaissance News.]

Fantasy Adventure Weekend

I{ seems the weehend ip Housion has been not without
controversy. It was originally conceled due to a rift
between the host groups, Bulf Coast TV and the Taw Chi
chapter of Tri-Ess, The ruchus was about allowing children
to attend the event. The Tri-Ess side was to allow children,
but Gulf Coast wanted thes banwned. Renmissance comments that
Jane Ellen Fairfax, Tou Chi leader, was the most involved
sinte 1ast year her two children were the only ores present.



Now that Tau Chi has withdrawn, GCTV will host the event by
themselves. The dates are May 4-4, 1990. For more
inforsation, contact Jackie Thornton, PO Box 441734, Houston
TX 77244,

[Cowrtesy Renaissance News,]
Alien Nation

A television shaw, based on a science fiction movie, has
profably done more to fosier the understanding of iransgender
tehavior than all the transvestites and transsexuals on all
the talk shows combined.

alien Mation, a Fox TV show based on the movie, hes token the
opportunity of using an alien species to ewplore our concepts
of masculinity and femininity. The Newcomer aliens share the
kirth of their children. The fetus beqins to gqestate in the
femnnle alien and is then transferved io the male alien, who
then carries it to ters,

The tuo-part show dealing with the birth of Vesta, the haby
alien, brought into question many of our society’s
inconsistent views of gender roles. At one point, Bearge
Franciscp, the alien father played by Eric Fierpoint, says
"Many Newcomer males don’t feel truly masculine until they
give birth." The second show ends with Francisco’s partner
Hati Sikes, played by Gary Grahan, helping to deliver a
presature Vesta.

The writers and producers of flien Nation are io be commended
for their courage and foresight to explore these sensitive
issues,

Congress Did Ii

In case you missed ii, the Americans with Disabilities Act of
1989 specifically ewcluded transvestites and transsexuals
from the definition of disabled persons. Louise L. Raeder,
writing in Twenly Minutes thinks that we need some kind of
leqislation that would specifically forhid discrimination
against us.

We see ny advantage to being classified as "disabded" and we
se¢ 10 reason to expect special treatment for being a
transsexual or a transvestite, UWe also do not see any
progress to e made in the sves of transgender rights undil
people in this community are willing to say out loud, "My
rame is Joe (Jane) Pubdic and I7# & transsexual {or
transvestite).”

-1t -

Gay and lesbian rights were not earned by whining but by
coming out in the open to fight. Take » lesson from their
experience.

[Yeah, tut who’s qomne go Tirst?]
{Coyrtesy Rennissance News.l
Policies

The Crystal Club is an open support group for cross dressers.
We welcome TV, TS, TG, FI, and others who assuse a complete
trans-gendered identity. UWe weltome their spouses and
sianificant others (507z.) Ue welcome guests from other
cress dressing organizations, when cleared through an
officer.

Meetings are the fourth Saturday evening of each month.
Heetings are open only t0 cross dressers who have been
screened or approved by an officer, and to cross dresser’s
spouses/507s, helping professionals, and approved guests.
The location of the hotel is given out after the screening
process, There is a monthly seeting fee {see schedule below)
to cover the cost of the roow, Pood, beverage, and general
operating evpenses of the group, This fee is above and in
addition to annual sestership dues.

Nonmenters may attend as many as three meetings before
Joining, Ususlly a new member will join at their first
neeting, making a total poyment of $30 ($3% for couples) at
their first weeting.

Uz do not care sbout the sexual preference of the mepbers and
attendees. He do, however, require that all attendess behave
like ladies or gentlewen st a1l times. Everyone has the
right to feel secure, hnowing they will not be ridiculed for
their dressing or their appearance, and knowing they will not
ke "hit on" by anyone present.

We require thist all attendees come completely dressed as the
gender they are presenting, i.e. endirely as a woman or
entirely as o nan.  Members will usually dress, tut this is
not required. Persons are not permitted to arrive partially
dressed, for exanple, a dress and male hair, or 2 dress and
an unchioven face, a5 this may draw wwanted attention to the
rest of the group. Ladies” pants and casual wear ave fine.
én adjacent charging room is available if you prefer to come
in male clothing and dress at the meeting site.

Menbership is $15 per year in advance. After the first




cosplementary copy of the newsletter, additionsl newsletiers
are sent only to mesbers who have paid their dues. First
year mesrbership will run for 12 wonths from the date of
payrent. Second year mestership will be pro-rated 4o vun out
# the end of the Crystal Club fizcal vear, June 30.
Additional years will be from July 1 ta June 30,

This newsletter is Copyright (C) 1990 by the Crystal Cluk.
A1l rights reserved. Articles may te reprinted by qender-
related groups if proper attribution is included.

Cancellation policy: up to two days hefore an avent: 100%
refund, From tuwo days until noon of the event day: 50%
refund. After noon on the day of the event: no refund,

Reservation Form

For April 28 neeting, reservations must he yeceived in the
mail by April 24, at Box 287, with payment, to qualify for
the "early bird” vates. You can alse pay at the previous
neeting if you wish, Include your femme name, #ailing nane
and address.

LUCAS PHARMACY

Specializing In Fitting
Breast Prostheses
{By Appointraent Only)

NANCY LUCAS
{Certified Fitting Consuitant)

3595 SULLIVANT AVE
Columbus, Ohio 43228
276-8098

577 8. YEARLING RD.
Columbus, Ohic 43209
237-7636
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