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Serderber 1990
! Calendar of Events H
! 913  Transpitt Social Pittsburgh H
{915 Paradise Social Lakewood, O '
i 9/20 Cross—Port Meeting Cincimati :
H /21 Trams-W Keeting Huntirvaton H
i 9/22  COrystal Club Meeting, Hakeup Columus {
i 9/20-23 LIS Paradite In The Focomos  Poconps, P :
P10/ IE Meeting Indianapolis H
1 10711 Tromspitt Social Pittsturgh H
110/12-21  Qutreach Institute Fantasia Fair Provincetown, M4 |
10713 Trampitt Neeting Pittstargh !
! 19713 Alpha Omega Meeting Lakewood, OH H
i 10718 Cross-Port Heeting Cincinnati i
10719 Trans-N Neeting Huntington !
i 10720 Paradise Neeting Lakewond, OH H
i 10/27  Crystal Club Neeting, Halloween Columbus H
! '
LI § V4 S 0.4 3 Heeting Indianapolis }
I 11/4-4 O Moon Shiadow Ball Kansas City }
! 11/8  Transpitt Social Pittsburgh H
I 11710 Alpha Deege Neeting Lakewood, OH H
I 110 Transpitt Heeting Pitisburgh ]
11/14-18  Tri-Ess National Convention San Framcisco |
I 1115 CrossPort Neeting Cincinnati H
I 1116 Trans-iV Neeting Huntington |
i 11717 Peradise Socigl Lakewood, OH H
{1271 Crystal Club Christmas Parly Columbus '
! 1/5  Crystal Club New Years Parly Columbus ;
P $/26  Crystal Club Heeling | Colusbus !
| 2/22-24 Boulton & Park Texas T Party San Antonio H
H !
1 A/8-14  IFGE Coming Toaether Denver !
i &/91 Paradise Be All You Cen Be Akron H
{ H
Presidewt’s Colunn best interest to contact an officer and find the localion and
take a look at it yourself. I will take the time to  address
Ladies! 17n sorry that our spesker couldn”t meke it o any concerns anyone sty have after looking at il.

the last meeting due to illness. But in her absence we had
tire to talk about the site of our Cheistmes party. e have
had a few people agree to help prepare the decorations. WHe
sleo talked about the possibility of moving our regular meetl-~
ings to the same location as well. This can only be dome if
the membership agrees with the location. It would be in your

Growth is the only way Crystal Club can sake it. It we
stay where we are we’ll be to the point that there won‘t ke
roo for new people 1o come. As tine passes we continue to
receive letters and phone calls from new people. Since we
have teen togetter os a group it‘s been the support that



we’ve given each olher ro aatier whal branch we ourselves are
sitting on, (TV, 15, S0, etc.) we have supported each olher.
Yo must continue to reach oul and help those ihat need ihe
same support we've enjoyed.  We must find » place large
enough io house thal large » group. This new location is
confortable 1o me but that’s not going to be the way everyone
feele, so we must get some feecbach Trom you. Just remesber
there are still nany people out there that weed us as we need
each other.

Ve will be having & quest from Mery Kay &l the next
reeting to help us and show make—up tips. This is something
that we have been trying 10 get for & long tire, so let's
toke the time 1o check it out. The meeting will be Seplember
22nd. Hope to see you there.

Rochelle Richards

Bloneuall Union

17d like io toke the tine to thank a great group of peo-
ple. Stonewall Union asked if anyone from Crysial Club would
help staff their booth st the state fair this year. #s
president I thought that I should toke time and help. Russ,
Cari, David, ind everyone else i Stonewall were really
great. I had a great time &t the fair working with these
people and I was treated very well. Thank you for allowim
re to be part of your group and I hope that you cell on us
again.

Rochelle Richards

You've Cone & Long Vsy, Baby

"It was 1955 end we were in Jove, In our litlle ppert-
perd on Castro Street, it wos terrific to be & lesbian,

But ouiside, it wes terrible. Not only were you ille-
gal, you yere sick, imsorsl - a ietal pervert, There were wo
role models, no organizations, no publications - there was
nowhere to turn for help or validation.

It wos impossible 10 even meel olher lesbians in 2 safe
environment.  All we had were a few bars, and if you wenl to
one, you always were terrified the police would raid it and
haul you off to jail., They'd print your name in the paper,
or cell your enployer and see to it thet you were fired on
the spot.

One day that year, one of the few other leshians we know

asked us if we’d like to start a group for other women like
us, He were theilled at the ides and thet’s how e

Daughters of Bilitis, the first leshian organizelion in the
world, was started.

M. thoze fivst meelings, there were only eight of us.
We mel in secrel, gave dancing pardies in our homes, and kept
each other from committing suicide. Our goals were modest -
we just wanted {0 belp each olher survive in s world thet

despised us.

Since iben 8o mch has changed. What the lesbdan and
goy woverent hes accomplished in 3 short 35 years is fer
beyond even our wildest dreams from that time.”

aee The preceding, by Ptyllis Lyon and Bel HNartin, is
gart of 2 mailing received on betalf of Roberis Achienberg,
who is 3 leshian openly running for the San Framisco
equivalent of City Council. I is a particularly poignant
veninder of how far the gay comunily has come in the last 35
years, ond bow fir the gender communiiy has yel to come,
Host of ihe sbove picture still applies to crossdressers and
transsexuals, It is no longer illegal to crossdress {unless
you ghould have need of public balbroon fTacilities) tul we
still live in fear of losing our jobs, being discovered, or
being revenled to our Tanilies,

The qoy comunily has my greatest respect for all it has
been able to accomplish. He still have a lot of work ahead
of us. I tope the gay comunity will be keep us in wind as
they fight for their rights, and help us get to the point
were we dare 1o cowe out of the closet Ter enough to fight
for our own rights, Perhaps when that hard-won phrase "sex-
ual orientation" is added to new lisis of ressons for whith
discrimination is forbidden, soseone will think to add
“gender identificetion" o5 well., Or perheps the gay  comwn-
ity will come tp accepd gemder identification as & pert of
sexwal orientation, allowing us to be covered,

In return, we owe the gay community our sirong suppord,
Slonewall Union hes been absolutely wonderful in helping us
get sterted. They have covered us very wnicely in their
ponthily newspaper, withoul our even having 1o esk. They wel-
comed us with open arms at this year’s Gayfest, and invited
us to help oot b their booth sl the State Faeir. Let’s help
then every way you can! Let’s all work together to get Jesse
Helws out of office! ] pspecially urge the olher groups that
receive Wiis newsletter ip publicize the Helms/Gantt election
end point out ils importanre. Contritutions cen e sent to
his new address at Bantt for Senate, 700 E. Stonewall 6t,
Suite 900, Chariotte, NC 28202, (704) 338-1990. Let Kr.
Bantt know that the gender community supports hinl  Identify
your contribution a5 from the gender comunity! (Send @
poney order if you want it to be anomymous.)

tary fmm
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- Itfs‘t;in.l!e!-ﬁ,to dump Jesse Helms

1" "+ When Harvey Gantt won
*7-l the: Democratic nomination
1*for U.8. senator representing
“1"North Carolina, the irony of
] possibility was glaring. What
4 ‘could be a better end to a polit-
ical career built on intoler-
ance and fear?
" 'Imagine, Jesse Helms,
1 three-term senator, defeated
“¢{ in his bid for a fourth term by
a black man. With his mind on
the possibility, a friend sug-
gested that local black activ-

Brenda

ists get behind Gantt's fight
for Helms' seat.
Payton Fortunately, he wasn't

N - - ‘the only one with the idea. Ac-
cording to representatives of the Oust Jesse Helms
Committee, activists of all colors from all over the
country have joined efforts to dump Helms.

“We're getting people representing a range of in-
- terests: If you're an environmentalist, if you're pro-
choice, if you're for ¢i¥il riglits or gay Tights, you are
motivated to mobilize against Helms,” said Joe Her-
zenberg, a spokesman for the committee who was trav-
eling through the Bay Area to drum up support for
Gantt. ‘‘Because when you look at Helms, you see what
a force of negativism he is. It's difficult to see what he’s
in favor of. Women's rights, civil rights, education, art
~— he’s against everything.”" - - - -

>~ Ironically, again, it was Helms’ p'erfonn'ance dur-
ing a filibuster against AIDS legislation that may have

" turned the tide against him. ' '

“People across the country saw the meanness and

'vindictiveness that have poisoned politics in North Car-
olina for almost 20 years,” Herzenberg said. “Even
people who had supported him in.the past said they
were shocked by his lack of compassion on the issue. He
built his career on anti-communism. Now that he
doesn’t have the communist thredt, he’s turned his at-

tacks on gays.” )

Helms' attack on the-National Endowment for the
Arts and free artistic expression has earned him anoth-
er set of national opponents on another range of issues.
Helms led the attack on Robert Mapplethorpe’s photo
exhibit, opening a floodgate of censorship.'A museum
director in Cincinnati is being prosecuted for pandering
obscenity, the first time such an action has ever been
brought against a director because of 2 museum exhib-

. v
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Hg]ms is calling the move to oust him “the tough-
est political fight of my life.” He has characterized it as
the_ work of outsiders interfering in North Carolina
politics. However, committee representatives point out
that Helms has always depended on outside support.

“We’ve found that 76 percent of his money comes
from outside of North Carolina,” said Mandy Carter, a
committee member and longtime leshian activist.
“People think he is supported by the tobaceo industry.
He does get support there, but a lot of his money comes
from small contributors, right-wing nuts from all over
the country whom he solicits through one of the most
sophisticated direct mail operations.”

In 1984, Carter said, Helms raised $16 million, an
amount that represents about $14 for every vote he
received. :

On the positive side of the move to dump Helms is
Gantt. ) )

. Gantt served two terms as mayor of Charlotte,
demonstrating that he has a strong base of support
among white voters. He has a background in the civil-
rights movement and education; he is an architect and
businessman. .

.. . And according to a recent poll conducted by the

- Charlotte Observer in June, Gantt has a chance to
defeat Helms. Helms actually trailed Gantt by four

percentage points. . .

_“There is a lot of pational interest in this race
because Helms has used his seat to launch an attack on
our democratic principles that has hurt the rest of the

_country,” Carter said. .

Another advantage of the campaign against Helms
is a voter registration drive that is signing up scores of
North Carolinians who have never voted.

- “We have a goal of registering 80,000 to 100,000
new voters,” Carter said, “It’s really exciting. One of
the ways Helms stayed in office was the low voter
turnout, particularly among black people.”

. The committee members were in the Bay Area in
June to raise funds for Gantt’s campaign. And Ganit is
scheduled to be here for a fund-raiser at the end of
August. ' '

“If you are a woman, a worker, lesbian, gay, an
environmentalist, artist or concerned about civil lib-
erties, get behind Gantt,” Herzenberg said.

That sounds like just about everyone.

For more information, write N.C. Senate Vote 90,
604 W. Chapel Hill St., Durham, NC 27701.

Brenda Payton writes on Sundays, Tuesdays and
Thursdays. - .
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fugust Businoss Meeting Nimutes
At the August board meeting we discussed the followings

Ue have a prospective meeting place, a hotel banquet
roon. The sales maneger is knowledgenble and accepting of
crossdressers.  It7s a larger, nicer place than we‘re neeting
st now. The location will be amnounced at the regular weel-

ing place or by phone.

One of our decisions will involve how to set fees and
choose food and beverages. Several ordions exist: For exam-
ple we could have entrees or 2 tuffet or just have tors
d’osuvres.

Other concerns are coning into contact with the non-
trossdressing public, and the bathroos and dressing room
situation, The banquet room is private, and we will have our
own entrancewsy to ihal roon. Ue are working with the sales
nanager to se whal can be done about the other concerns.

e will not be able to bring our own alcoholic beverages
or food and beverages 1o the banquet rooms.

Preregistration and payment for the Cheistmas parly at
least I days in advance is a must. Ue need to do this to
nake srramenents with the hotel, Preregistering st either
Ure Seplember or Oclober meeting would be my suggestion to
avoid frantic last minute regisiration.

If we nove persanently to a hotel, preregistration will
probatdy be the rule. The board will everdually work out &
policy for this and also refunds.

then and if we move to 2 hotel the Crystal Club nay have
to charge extra for use of the dressing room. This is
because we must recover part of the cost of remling a  dress-
ing room. The expected charge would be apgroxinately $5-48.

Hichelle Kermedy, a make-up person from Hary Kay Cosmet~
ics, will be at the Septenber 22 meeting to show her line of
cospetics pnd offer sowe instruction about applyimg it. 1
talked with Hichelle and che seems very knowledgsble about
sake-up and is very accepting of crossdressers.

We decided to have s Hallowsen party for the October
neeting. We don’t feel that it”s necessary to schedule 3
speaker Tor that meeling, tut it’s still a possibility, if
anybody has any suggestions. Ve nesd volunteers and ideas
for the Helloween perdy to make it 2 success, 1t us know if
you cam do either.

Susemn

Septenber Meetings

The business meeting will be held on Septesber 12th at
8:30 at Rochelle‘s residence.

The reqular September meeting will be held on  Sepdember
22. {This is the 4th Saturday, not the last!) It will be
keld in the siwe old, familiar, crowded location, so come
early for a good seat. {You might even want to bring folding
chairg to mike sure you have o place o sit.)  The spesher
will begin around 8:30 or 9:00.

Christnas Party Armouncement

At the August 20th meeting, the menbers voted overwteln-
ingly to have the December 1st Christmas party at the hotel
discussed in the board meeting minutes. The Seplewber 22nd
meeting will be at the usual place.

Some of the concerns discussed at the meeting were: The
fee for individuals and significant others will be sligtly
wore for the Christmas party.

Some people were concerned aboul bumping intd acquain
tances in the hotel hall while coming or going to the resi-~
TOON,

Ve cannot bring our own alcohol, but we can tay them at
the bar.

[In the week after the regular nmeeting, some officers
fron the Crysial Club met with the sales memager to see how
we could find solutions to our basic concerns about the
botel. She understands us very well, and is going o see
what can be done to accomwodate us. e will probably nake an
enmouncenent st the September meeting. - SP)

Susen

Susen’s Comments

Right now the Crysial Club is growing and we have to
nake some decisions to keep it growing. We smust decide what
kind of place we want to meet al and find it. Rochelle com-
sented that “It’s qoing to take all of us to keep the Crystal
Clubs alive®.

Please give us your inpal, positive or negative, about
noving the meeting to a hotel. Ue need to know the concerns
of the menbers before we nove, not afier.

It anybody knows of a potentially good place to meet,
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“feel free to run it by ome of the officers of the club.
Potentially good meeting places could be 3 private banquet
roon of a bar, o meeling hall, or a party facility, a sotel-
hotel with only one party room, elc.

Please respond soon if you want to come to the Christres
party sb we can make il a success.

Ye had an interesting visitor at the August board meet~
ing. Her name is Ingrid from New Hampshire. Originally,
Ingrid is fron England.

Ingrid thinks thet English women are sore tolerant of
crossdressers than women in the US,

She also commented that some bers in England cater to
crossdressers and some even hire crossdressing waitresses.

Ingrid knows Jimy Jenes quite well and said he "does a
fabulous Harilyn MNomroe” btul “after the show, rips off the

vowen’s clothes and does nol understand who wants  to
crossdress”,

Until later,

Susan

Treasurer’s Report August 1990

IStarting Balance 754,94

iMeeting Fees 315.00 |
INesberchin Dups 60.00 !
iAdvertising .00 |
iTotal A25.00 |
tFood and Beverages -74.31 |
iPrinting -72.11 |}
{Postage -29.00 |
Gayfest -45,00 |
iChristras Beposit  -100.00 |}
iMeeting Roon 130.92 |
iSupplies -13.87 |
{Phone ~76.74 |
1Total Expenses 542,95 |
H H
{Ending Balance 591
Susan

o

New Meeling Bite

Ladies, we're growing ripidly, and you’ve no doubd
already noticed that our existing meeting site is getting
avfully crowded. Soonmer or later, we’re going {0 have (o
wove to a larger facility. With winter coming on, it may
very well be sooner.

He’ve located one potential new meeting facility, If
you’ve been to the meeting, you’ve heard where it is. (If
not, phone us for it.) This site has its pros and cons, and
your involvenent is needed to help deternine where we meet,
This is a nome-brand hotel, with banquet facilities desigred
for business meetings, receptions, and parties. The service
nanager has worked with crossdressers before, and is very
understanding of us.

The voow is pbout twice the size of our current room.
There is a bar in the hotel, and we have been told we are
welcome to come into the bar, dressed, to gel & drink. Ve
ten have a2 meal catered into the roon. There is a direct
outside door to the meeting room, making it unnecessary 1o
pass by enybody else in the hallway. However, the hallwey is
there exclusively for banquets and meetings, and on  Saturday
nights it“s ususlly qoing to be ours alone anyway. (Excep~
tions include Christmas, May, June, and August, and the two
times a year when every hotel room in Columtus is booked: the
Nationals roces and Ouarter Horse shows.)

There are some disadvaniages, of course. One is that it
will cost more. It will no longer be possible io bring our
own food or drinks. Hotel food can be catered at reasonable
prices, ranging from $8/person up to $14/person. Bottles of
pop cost $1.20 each, and drinks run fros $2.50 (for beer) to
$3.25 (for a nmixed drink) to $8 {for a carafe of wine.)
There is a Coke machine directly outside the door at $.75.

fnother consideration is the layout. There is a pair of
restroons in the hallway right outside the door. If we are
the only party thet night, & glass door can be closed with a
sign #arking the wing a "private party” and we’ll have the
use of either restroon. (There is no restrops in the meeting
roon itself.) There is a bar past the glass doors, with its
own set of restroons. Ue don’t yet know shat type of crowd
to expect at the bar, a5 it is closed for remodeling. It is
expected Lo reopen in nid Beptember, snd you are invited to
drop by after it’s open o form your own opinion of the
situation.

He wotld need to rent & reqular sleeping room 88 @
dressing roon. The closest sleeping room to the meeting roow
is about 100 feet away, and you would have to pass by the bar
entrance to get there. This roos would also serve as our
restroon if we cannol use the pablic restrooms on @&



particular night.

fne officer is concerned about whal would hoppen if she
or her wife would run into someone they know who happened to
be at the ter. This is a valid comcern and should be taken
inte consideration,

He need your help to find the ideal mewting location.
This hotel is large emough and hes much going for it. If you
like this hotel, tell us. If you don”t like it, help us find
a better location. Pertiaps there is an even better meeling
location that we haven’t found yet.

Hary Apn

Christres Party

The Christmas Party will be held Saturday, Decesbor 1.
This party takes the place of ihe November meeting. The
party site will be qiven out in person at any meeting or over
the phone to penbers or visitors who have been interviewed.

This is o tremendous opportunity for us. The party will
be held in a first class hotel in ene of their banquet rooms.
Two banquet waitresses will be serving us an elegant meal.
Although it has not yet been firmly determined, it is possi-
ble thai there will be a bortender in our benquel room
operating b cash ber especially for us,

There will be only one other party qoing on in the hotel
the siwe evening 25 ours, and it will be two doors down in
another benguet roon. Excepd for this other group, we should
pretty much have that wing of the hotel to ourselves.

He are still working oul some details, sich as resiroom
arrangements, availability of a dressing room, bar and meal
weus, and prices, In order i5 cover the cost of this
elegant banquet neal, we will probably have to charge a bit
pore them the standard $15 meeting fee and $20 for & coupde.
A veasonsble gquess is 421 for one or €38 for a couple.
Betause of the nature of the comitmnt, we will have to

insisi thal everyore atiending pay in advance.

He will have a dance floor, and we need to provide our
own smusic. bnless someone has oocess to I equipment or
knows scheone who would like to BJ for us for a small charge,
we will need your help to have music for the party. It
several of you would prepare a cassette tape full of your
favorite party susic and bring it with you, we can have nice
music so we can party until we dropl

He have decided to exiend an invitation for ladies from
neighitoring orgenizetions to join us et our Chrisisas party.

We hope that we can get to know some of the ladies we’/ve been
exchanging newsletters with, and renew friendships with those
we’ve already wel! Ue also bope the chance to atiend an
elegant banquet dinner will lead to s nice tine for everyone.

Hary fm

Hester Gome Hakes Malemess Handatory

In the FEroadway produciiom of "My Fair Lody,” am
exasperated Rex Harrison became famous for lasenting: "Why
can”t o woman ~ be pore like a san?" Now, 3t seems, British
polecular biologists have found the answer.

that women lack, these researchers say, is a single gene
called SRY - or the Sex-delernining Reqion of the Y chrowce—
sohe. The finding culminates two decades of work in which
scientists bave sought to identify the specific Y-chromosomnal
region responsible for masculinity - not only to understand
the genetics of gender tut also a5 a wodel for studying besic
principles of enbryo developeent.

The gene’s discoverers say thal this newly identified
string of mucleic acids, present within every male mammalian
tell so far exanined, entodies the very essence of  saleness.
In humans, for exasple, the gene seems responsible for ini-
tiating the creation of testes after about seven weeks of
fetal developwent. The iestes, in turn, produce 2 cockiail
of masculinizing tormones that influence  gender—related
developmental pathuays throughout a man’s life.

Researchers bave known since 1959 that sale posnalian
tells, except spern, have both an X chrowosome and 2 Y chro-
wosowe, while fenale sammalian cells, except eg3s, contain
o Xs. They’ve alsp known that only a ssall portion of the
Y chromosode confers masculinity. Indeed, mutant XY mammals
wose Y chromosomes lack this male-deterwining portion
develop a5 females. And XX individeals who, through a
genelic quirk, have this critical bitl of Y appended {0 their
X chronosones, develop as #ales.

Previously reporied discoveries of candidate genes for
paleness ~ including the widely publicized 1987 isolstion of
@ testis-determining factor gene - have Bll proven wrong. In
the July 19 Neture, Andrew H. Sinclair of the Imperial Cancer
Rezearch Fund in London end his colleaques say their newly
discovered ERY is the best cendidete yet. Others agree, bl
8ll concur that final confirmation depends upon an  upcoming
series of experinents in which scientists will try to create
male mice by inserting the SRY geme into female mouse
etryos.  Sinclair says bt and his co-workers hope to con-
plete those tests by the end of the year.



Hearwtile, the evidence thal SRY is indeed the moster
gene for maleness appears compelling. For exasple, a tree
nale-detersining gene would probably be highly conserved
through evolution, and so could be expected in a wide variety
of animals within a gqiven class, such as mommpls. Using &
solecular test dubbed a "Nosh’s Ark blot,” the London
researchers found the gene in blood cells of human XX nales,
and in male chispanzees, rabbits, pigs, horses, caltle and
tigere. The gene was absent in all females tesied.

Furthermore, in the same issue of Noture, a team of
researchers led by Johm Gubbay of the HRC National Institule
for Medical Research in {ondon descrite the experiments show-
ing that XY female mice lack the mouse version of SRY. And
ihey found that in emtryonic male mice, the gene becomes
active at about the time testes development begins. Those
Tindings tolster the evidence for its role in male develop—
mant.

tnespectedly, mouse and human studies indicated SRY
renrits  active in aduli male iestes, suggesiing the gene has
some ongoing function even after completion of sale develop-
pent. The nature of that function remains & mystery,

Scientiste renains uncertain aboul how SRY may requlate
other genes that play a role in gender developpent. Perhaps
significantly, Sinclair says, SRY“s wmucleic-acid sequence
resembles those of known DBNA-binding proteins. Such proteins
have the ability io turn other genes on or off. He speru-
lates  that the SRY protein nigid suppress geres required for
fenale development, or activeie geres vhose products add up
io maleness.

LA most promising line of research - wouldn’t you agree?
Roberts, Courtesy Science News.l

Restroon Ovdinence Habs Gonder Fenale

Iienise bells thought she was going to enjoy & George
Strait concert on the evening of July 7th., Instead, twenly
ninutes into the perforsence she found herself being escorted
out of the Hummit arena by a senber of the Houston Police
Pepartment. What was her crime, you ask? Ho, she wasn’i
smoking mard juana, drunk or disorderly, and she didn‘i charge
the stage to grab told of her favorite tunk, Miss Vells”
transgression was using the men’s restroom.

According to Miss Wells, she went to the men’s room
gfler a lomg wait in the line leading 1o ihe ladies” roon.
"I just couldn't wait", she was quoted as saying.

Her predicement stems from Houston’s old plusbing code,
diich allows for o higher combined total of toilets and uri-
yals in men’s roows than for toilets in women’s roows in

putdic thesters and euditoriums. Only as recently as 1985
have city officials récogmized that long lires emanating from
wonen”s Testroons compared with short or no lines st all frou
pen’s restrooms indicate that this is another area where
equality of ihe sexes hes been lacking., Correrting this
injustice in buildings built before 1985 could only be done
al an outregeous cost and, as Swwil operations manager Henry
Thomas explained, "We have no place io put thews,"

Currenily, only the Worthes Center end the George K.
Frown Convention Center adequately address the restroon needs
of the female population {and this is subject to debate,
based on recent subwmissions to ihe Houston Post”s Bound BfT
feature.) Other facilities like the Summit can only redesig-
nate men’s resirooes  as women”s restrooms when higher than
norwal attendance by women is expected at events. This was
dore the night Hiss Wells was ticketed and ejected from e
Sumnit and still the facilities available were swamped by the
nunber of femsale patrons.

This incident is of particular concern o ares
cressdressers, and crossdressers visiting the city, because
it demonstrates ite inadequacy of the current low designed to
protect citizens from lewd behavior in public restrooms.
Here is the law which has been an ordinance since 1972,

I shall be unlawful for any person ib knowingly and
intentionally enter any public restroom designated for
ihe exclusive use of the s2x opeosite to such person’s
sex  without the pernission of the owner, tenant,
panager, lessee, or other person in cherge of the prem-
ises, in & manner calculated to cause a disturbance,
{Code 1958,28-42.6: Ord. No. 72-904, 2, 6-2-72)

Wile ejecting Hiss Wells from ithe Summit without
refunding the admission price and subjecting her to the pos-
sibility of a 4200 fine seens unfair, we would have expected
nothing less if it had been a man attempting to use the
ladies” voom. There is, of course, agreement that privecy is
an,important constitutional right, bui at the same time there
needs to be some allowances mede for the rights of those who,
for one reason or another, cannoil use the restroom appropri-
ate to their sex. Moreover, while we recognize the necessily
of & lww forbidding individuals from entering public rest-
roous for the purpose of sexusl gratificstion, political
denonstration, or taking revenge on members of the opposite
sex by openly fomiliating then in & setting reserved for
revbers of  that sex only, such a low needs to be written in
such a way that individuels like Miss Wells end crpssdressers
don’t get trapped im it like turtles in a shrimp vet without
o turdle excluder davice.

The sister of the accused, Valerie Davenport, is serving
as her attorney. She comeented the defense of her sister



will be presented to the court to show that, although the
dofendant did enter a men’s roow, il was mot done “in s
manper to cause a disturbence”, as stated in the ordinance
teing tested. Thic is the same defense thad crossdressers
who have been cited for violating the same ordinance have
used, For this reason, mesbers of ihe gender communily
should look on with extreme interest for the outcome of the
Wells ¢ase, For, while it is likely in the distant future
that the musber of public restrooms for women will increase
85 older tuildings are replaced, the dilemsa faced tw
crossdressers needing public expression of their fewsinine
personalities {and are fed up with having to express thew in
the "safety" of homosexual night clubs) the threat of being
ciled and/or arrested will not cease unlil the current city
ordinance is either sbolished or rewritten to abate harass-
sent of crossdressers,

[Courtesy Teu Chi Femwe Forum, This case is  especislly
relevant  in light of our search for new quariers. My under—
slading is that in Ohio, the relevant lav is sn Dhic Siste
law, not a city code. It would be very useful to find the
exact wording of the law that applies to us. If it is worded
similarly to ibe Housion ordinance, then having the pernis-
sion of the momager would be adequate, here’s our Toledo
attorney when we need her?]

Fivancing SRS

#e Tor a2 paying for it all, the first place to check is
your own medical inswrance and disability insurance. If your
enployer carries it for you, the odds are pretly even that
the insurence policy will cover il. A lot of then are
specifically writing SRS out of their policy now, bul 2 lot
haven’t done that yet. In ay experiente with talking with
post-ops, and my own experience dealing with insurance com-
panies about “cosmetic” surgery, if they don’i specifically
exclude it, you can get then o cover it by figding with
then enough. Sure, they’ll initially deny you coverage.
That is standard procedure, That simply is your cue to write
a nice, long, to the point appeal letter {(after talking to a
lawyer, 5o you can put the lawyer’s name in the letter), giv-
ing doctor’s names and statements on why thic is & necessary
surgery for you. They usually don”t balk at = sppeal. I
haven’t lost one yet, and I“ve sppenled {heir decisions 3
tines. It always pays to be very firn in the Jletter, and
{211 them that you’ll toke whatever steps necessary to nake
sure that your rights are observed. One thing insurance com
penies hate is B law-suit, They’ll pay you of? even if they
think you’d lose if it seant that they didnt have to 9o
through that kind of process.

The post-ops I‘ve also talked to say that  these
insurance companies definitely DO cover SRS {as a group pol-
icy, that is), a5 of July, 1990

Principal Mutual
Connecticut General
Travelers (Freferred Group Plan)

They‘ve also said you can get Kaiser to cover it, if you are
smart about getting a sywpathetic doctor who Will recomwend
you Tor SRS through another (non-Kaiser) doctor.

[Courtesy of Laura in Ei-Forua.]

famtie’s iece

By Carol Fromcine Saunders. [Contimued from  last

wonth.l

after I was completely shaved, T gingerly stepped into
the pink foaming tubble bath to sosk in wonderful ease as 1
heard my Aunt Jean in her bedroon. Then it dawned on me that
she night expect {o see me noked in order Lo dress me s 2

girl!

I bathed, dryed, and dusted with the girlishly-smelling
powder she handed me through the partly opened door. Uncer—
tainly, I wrapped ny now all too dainty form in a bath towel
to nervously enter the bedroom.

funtie had me stand nohed with my back to ber 25 she
slipped & pair of Sally”s nude toned spemdex panty briefs up
ny legs, which smoothed my loins.

Seeing my embarrasseent, ste half giggled with amuse—
serl, a5 she ran her fingers over sy body to use her razor
and skin crean to rescve what litile body hair I had missed.
funtie then plucked ny eyeteow hairs with a pair of tueezers
until I feared that all that was left was a thin ultra-
feninine line that would wot vanish in invo weeks!

Satisfied with depuding we she reassured me that ny fen
inine brows could be brushed into a shaggy masculine look by
demonstrating the change before the vanity mirror. And as 1
sat looking at the growing femininity of Cipdy’s face she set
#y longish hair inte rollers.

“Now thet you ere wearing only your urderpents, 1 neon
your lingerie, we con get proper measurements,” she noted
seeing that ny nodesly was protected, even if I was blushing
over being seen g0 close {6 being nsked as she took 2 sewimg

tape to carefully seesure.

*Ny, my, 1 cin no longer see py neptew, Just & young
airl. Soon I will koot you only as Nancy’s sister! Now, we
will be sure to get all your sizes; bust, hips, waist. Ue
will add » Tew inches to your “bust” with bust pads, All


jubil
Highlight


young ladies want to enhance their pearly B look with fal-
sies, and I am certain you will look great in Sally’s.” Hith
teasing delight she playfully touched each of my little nip-
ples with her index finger causing ne to swallow my chagrin,
Then she took the tope measure to sy foot. “And your feet, I
don’t know if Sally’s shoes or sine would fit you better.
They may be smig, but to be a wonan is to suffer.”

funtie had pe sit as she qave me a menicure and polished
#y fingernails a lovely pink, and then had me let them dry
while she went to Sally’s roow to get other clothes for se to
try on.

Before she left she promised she would heep #e in
dresses the next full week. 1 would assume o female identity
for that tise as "Cindy", since all the boy-clothes I broughi
would be locked away before she returned and 1 would have
only girl’s clothes to wear.

After she left I found nyself sitting very carefully
with sy tends on the vanity tastde, so thal sy pretty nails
could dry, seeing in the vanity mirror a young qirl sitting,
81l but nude, in her panty brief with ber hair up in curlers.

Soon my Auntie Jean returned with a large box full of
lovely things to wear which she dumped happily on to her bed
along with & camera!

"Hold oul your fingers, I will gqive your fingernails
another coat of polish. Then 111 do your toenails. You
will feel really feminine wearing nail polish, you will leave
then painted all week, you must practice being feminine!™
she observed picking upe the polish to do wy finger nails
before taking a buff pad to smooth out the skin on ny feet
tefore qiving me a pedicure to finish off with nail polish.

Then io my surprise she took a snap shot with her com
eral

"Just for my scrapbook. But, maybe you would like me to
send copies 1o your sother and sister?' she teased only to
see the sheer fear in my eyes. "Hell, perhaps for now, just
for me.”

"Now that we have your sizes, I want you io put on your
female foundation garments all by yourself; panties, high
waisted panty girdle, padded bra, nylons, and slip. You will
ferl quite different as a high school sophomore in feminine

lingerie."

With ber awused quidance I slipped on the lingerie
learning from her how to cup my breasts by leaning forward to
add to the falsie filled cups before raising the tra straps.
Then she showed me how to roll up sy nylons to atiach then to

the girdle qarter snaps tefore I lowered the white silken
nylon slip over sy Teminized form to feel the sheer delight
of lacy hems brushing taut smooth nylons.

"You really look qirlish in your lingerie, wait until
we‘re finished with youl” she prowised looking at the start
of ber handiworh with & nod of apgroval that made we hapey
with the knowledge that she saw some promise in the transfor-
nation.

"Auntie, I really arpreciate you doing this for me. 1
feel so good already. Do you think I am just a Sissy?" I
asked in wonder over bow nice it felt io be dressed so. Even
nore exciting than I dreamed.

*Listen, Girlie, I/ve never had a chance 10 do somethinmg
like this, I am kind of looking forward to this., If it“s a
girl you want to be, a qirl is what 1711 sake you be, HMaking
you really pass as a girl will be a challenge for me as
well," she promised taking yet another picture as if to rew-
ind me that if I chickened out she would have a record of my
first moments in skirts!

Pith these words of encouragenent a pretty pink teenage
dance parly dress coame over my head and was zipped up my
back. Then matching pink two inch pumps before she draped a
ruffled pink plastic make-up cape around my neck. Auntie put
her arn behind my neck as she applied lipstick to my nouth
with her other hand. Then she quickly applied false
eyelashes, cut down to fill in where My own lashes were not
so full as 8 qirl“s. This was followed by & hint of eye
nake-up and highlighting blusher suitable for a  young
teenager. She combed wmy hair out into o feminine style
before removing the cape to add clip on litile gold earrings,
chars bracelel, necklace, and & womem’s watch to complete ay
transformation. ‘

She then walked we to the full-length mirror io show wme
"How pretty I was!" as she took more pictures to add to her
collection. ETo be continued.]
[Courtesy Qur Sprority. Subscriptions are $10 for 3 or more
issues per yesr, to Our Sorority, Lincolnia Station, POB
11254, Alexandria VA 22312.]

Gender Alternatives League Forning

The Gender Alternative League is now being forwed. At
present, it is a small organization. It has no officers, no
directors, and only a handful of members. There are no funds
to keep it afloat. We hope to change all of this - in fact,
the gender communily is ready for a change!

GAL consists of the seeds of your ideas. The time is
NOU for the gender communily o bring those seeds into
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frujtion. There has teen talk, How ihere is action!

I4 is our goal to promote freedom of gender expression.
It is our intention io become the national dissemination net-
work, the political activist organization, and the social
watchdog promoting freedow of choice for those wishing a
gender pliernative and ihe removal of the ctigma of nental

derangerent.

It ic our primary purpose to help and support the gender
comminity a6 a vhole in the area of educational and political
activiss, GAL will in no way usurp amy of the prograns,
ideas or purposes of any other gender prganization, but will
instead charnmel and enhance the ability of all organizations
to have the clout necessary to advance their best interesis
within society at large. In working together, we can achieve
what  individuals only drean of. tetter you are o
crossdresser, a transvestite, transsexual {male to fesale or
female to mple), a transgenderist, a helping professional, a
supportive other (as a wife, friend, parent, or asseciatel,
it does not metier. As lomg as you are in the gender commun—
ity or connected to the gender community in some way we are
bere te help and suppord YOU.

It is our intention to brimg all wembers of ithe gender
commnity iogether ac ope unified group, reqardless pf the
labels or differences between us, for the betterment of our
cosmunity as a whole, and for the betterment of all individu-
als within it. He, acting ipgether, cam creste 2 large
enough force io poke 3 difference.

— — —

It is also our intention fo join forces with any other
groups Tighting the some or similar injustices or vesolving
to achieve the same or similar goals op both 3 national and
an international level.

The idea and need for this type of formal to tack the
community in general is what is needed at this time. Ue are
ready! MHomen’s Libteration and Gay Rights have accomplished
such through their emdeavors and activism, In the “90s the
gender community will reach for and achieve the same or simi~
lar goals.

We are in need of leaders. We need volunteers for all
posts in this organization. MWe need a person from each
national tramsgender organization to becowe a part of the
board of directors of GAL. We need a member of each local
organization through the US {o tecome an integral part of GAL
in their local area for the purpose of dissemination to the
mestership and the general public, as well as for the purpose
of keeping the national officers informed about what ig
needed, wanted, and being qained on the local fromt.

Me need each of you to be a watchdog and know what is

_"0..

asiiy on around you and report to the watchdog committee
and all discrepancies in our society that couse us, as
pinority, to suffer undue, unethical and possibly illega
discrimination as a qroup or as individuals. He need each
and every one of you 1o act in unison when such an octurrente
hanpers one or mere of our sisters or brothers or causes us
as a comunity undue distress. This organization will field
those octurrences and put the injustices on the platforsn and
handle then. ["Handle then?' Hem, perhaps a bit eptisistic,
- MaH]

I{ is estimated that approximately one to three percent
ot the population enjoys wearing the clothing of the other
gender, If that estimate is correct, we are 2.5 to 7.3 nil-
lion stroma. WMe cannot possibly reach all of those people al
this time sinte many are in the closet and will not even hear
atout GAL.

First and foremsst we need each and every one of you and
all your friends in the gender commmity to write down your
ideas, your concepds, your comsents, and send them to us mwu.
Yo want to know what you need now. [How about resiroos
rights? How sboul nondiscrimination clauses? How about get-
ting Jesse Helns out of the Senate? - MAHD

Where we qo from here depends on you and your input. Io
you mneed GAL? If this is the last you hear of GAL, it will
be because the apathy in our community hos made it so.  If,
on the other hand, BAL succeeds as &n organization it will be
because you have made it so.  Write 1o us NOM,

Your {our) first test of resolve will be communication
of your interests. WE need to hear Trom 211 of you and all
your friends HOW.

GAL

PO Eox 3392
Napa, CA 94538

[Courtesy Tri-Ess Femme Mirror and GAL.D

Relsted Orgenizations

Local Support Groups
Crystal Club
P.0. Boy 287
Reynoldstarg, OH 43048
{614) 777-0648



Meral Crane, G0

Central Dhic Gender Dysphoria
P.0. Box 02008

Cojumbys, OH 43202

Nearby Clubs

Cross-Fort

F.0. Box 1270%
Cincinnati, OH 45212
{513) 851-4174

Alpha Oneqa

Northern Ohio Tri-Ess Chapler
P.0. Box 934

Elyria, (H 44034

Transpitt
P.0. Boxt 3214
Pitisburgh, PA 15230

Paradise Club
F.0. Rox 29564
Parma, DH 44129

IXE
Boxn 20710
Indianapolis, IN 46220

Crossroads
Box 1245
Royal Dok, HI 48048-1245

Trans Yest Virginia
P.0. Boy 2322
Huntington, W 25724-2322

‘stional Organizstions

IFGE
p.0. Box 367
Wayland, ¥A 01778
(617) B94-2212
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Rennissance Education Association
Box 1263

King of Prussia, PA 19406

(215) 440-9449

Tri-Ecs
Bos: 194
Tulare, 04 93275

Our Sorority
P.0. Boy 11234, Lincelnia Station
#lexandria, VA 22312

Policies

The Crystal Club is an open support group for cross
dressers.  We welcome TV, TS, TG, F1, and others who assuse a
complete irans—gendered identity. Both Male-to-Female and
Female-toHale individusls are welcome. Ue welcome their
spouses and significant others {507s.) e welcome @uesls
from other cross dressing organizations, when cleared through
an efficer,

¥eelings are ihe fourth Ssturday evening of each nonth,
Meetimgs are open only to cCross dressers who have been
streened or approved by an officer, and to ¢russ dresser’s
spouses/507s, helping professionals, amd apqroved quests.
The location of the hotel is given out after the screening
process,

There is a sonthly seeting fee (see schedule below) to
cover the cost of the room, food, soft drinks and coffee, and
general operaling expenses of the group. This fee is above
and in addition tc ammual membership dups. I you wish beer
or wine, BYOB {many people do.)

Nonwenters may attend os many as three meetings before
Joining. Usually a new sember will join at their first meet-
ing, moking a total payment of $30 (35 for couples) at their
tirst meeting.

We do not care mbout the sexual orientation of the
menbers and  astiendees. Ue do, however, require that all
attendees behove like ladies or gentlemen at all tikes,
Everyone  has the right to feel secure, knowing they will not
be ridiculed for their dressing or their appesrance, and
knowing they will not be "hit on" by anyone present.

Ve require that all allendees cowe completely dressed as
the gender they are presenting, i.e. entirely as a woman or



entirely as a san. Nesbers will usually dress, but this is
not required. Persons are not permitied to arrive partially
dressed, for example, a dress and male hsir, or a dress and
an unshaven Tace, as ihis may draw undanted attention to the
rest of the group., Ladies” pants and casual wear are fine.
én  adjacent charging room is availsbde if you prefer to come
in nale clothing and dress at the meeting site.

Mestership is $15 per year in advance. After the first
complementary copy of the newsletter, additional newsletters
are sent only 10 mesbers who have paid their dues, First
year menbership will run for 12 ponths from the date of pay-
semt.  Second year membership will be pro-rated to run out at
the end of the Crystal Club fiscal year, June 30, rounded to
the rearest $5 (4 months.) Additional yeors will be from
July 1 to June 30.

This newsletter is Copyright {C) 1990 ty the Crysial
Club, Mary Ann Hareis, editor. ALl rights reserved. Arti-
cles nay be reprinted by gender-related groups i proper
attribution is included.

Keeting Reservations

For September 22 mesting, reservations must be received
by telephone at 777-0648, by Septemter 20, to qualify for the
$3 "early bird” discount. You can also pay at the previous
seeting if you wish, Include your femme name, mailing nome
and address.

EVEN IF YOU DBONT MAKE A RESERVATION BY THURSIWY, PLEASE
LEAVE A MESSAGE AT THE CLUB PHONE NUNMBER, 777-0648, TO LET US
KNOW IF YOU/RE CONING TO THE MEETING. A message as late as
noon  Saturday can still help us make sure we have tiough
food,

LAVENDER & LACE
Lingerie, Apparel, Makeovers
Leather, Wigs, TV/ITS .
21823 Van Dyke, Warren
Mon 11-5 Tues - Sat 11-7
Gloria or Jeanne 754-4570
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THE NEW BREED

“l really have to go' now — my boys are

getting into everything again.”

LUCAS PHARMACY

Specializing In Finting
Breast Prostheses
{By Appointment Only)
NANCY LUCAS
(Certified Fisting Consultant) )
577S. YEARLINGRD. 3595 SULLIVANT AVE
" Columbus, Ohio 43209 Columbus, Ohio 43228
237-7636 276-8098
%4| Debra A. Leno, LiSW,
¥’ CDC, CSC
f«@) Counseling in
B3 Addictions and Sexuality
©Z| For consultation/appointments

{(614) 771-7060
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